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4 OO Did woolly mammoths once graze
of RA where cows and sheep do now?

wora The last glacial period ended about twelve thousand years ago. Since then we've ¢
5 changed the area a great deal. Cleared the land and farmed. Built houses, churches,
& a few pictures! chapels, schools and factories. Dug up metal ores, and dug up china clay.

Around 400 milli

It's all written into the landscape.

oche,

and Cornwall, and the world looked very different.

You would not have been able to recognise today’s

continents. Some have been made of bits and pieces

of earlier continents, and anyway they have drifted

all over the place in the last 400 million years.

Sandand mud were eroded off these old continents and dumped
the sea-bed. ofasl

on .
between Africa and Europe which crumpled the new layers of
speed? Th id

at the stately pace of about 1 centimetre a year. That's about
the rate your fingemails grow. But imagine growing your finger
nails for a million years - they'd be ten kilometres long: no need
for extensions!

The crumpled rocks made a mountain chain. Deep beneath the

(like a ‘lava lamp’) and then solidified as granite a few kilometres
below the ground surface. All sort of other rocks - with strange A
¢ greisen, schorl, calc- e 3

flinta, china clay - and ores of metals like tin, tungsten, iron, nickel = ?
and uranium. The mountains were worn down - strange reptiles ¥
dry plains. ble St
They’ L)
our heads! Several thousand metres 1

of rock has been eroded since the
b, dinosaurs roamed.

About 50 million years ago the
climate was warm and wet, and
probably a lot more feldspar rotted
to form china clay (kaolin). In fact the
whole of the granite,

\dthe slate around t, This air photo was taken in 1995
was weathered to quite — what changes have taken place A
adepth. Then in the Ice Age of the last \ since then? resayes Quarry
couple of million years rapid erosion ¥ 9 r 2
stripped off this material toleave tors— [ - What changes may take place 4 . '
like Helman Torand Roche Rock. There : (A in the next hundred years? " ' ;
werenoglaciersherebuttheconditions "% 4, g | - Another ten thousand?

changed from arctic — for ten of thou-

of =0 ; - Will it be warmer - or will there

several times. Today we are living in a be an Ice Age?

‘ warm' time. In arctic times Roche ¥ - Another few million?

would have been like Siberia today but probably 3

Wi the odd heidiof ; Probably humans will have become extinct

by then! What sort of planet will we leave?




