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Conference Circular - Call for Papers & Conference Attendance 

 
The Ussher Society is pleased to announce its 63rd Annual Conference will be held at the 

Rougemont Hotel, Exeter, Devon, from Thursday, 8th, to Saturday, 10th of January 2026. 

This 2 + 1 day conference for earth and environmental scientists working in Southwest 

England and related areas includes 2 days of presentations, plus an urban field 

excursion day. The presentation days will be Thursday & Friday, with oral and/or poster 

presentations welcome in all areas of the geosciences relating to Southwest England. 

  
CONFERENCE PROGRAMME 
Celebrating geology, geomorphology and palaeontology science on and in 
Southwest England!  
Exeter, situated in Devon, southwest England, boasts a rich geological and geographical 
history that spans millions of years. The area sits on a foundation of ancient bedrock 
formed during the Devonian period (~419 to 359Ma), a time when much of what is now 
Devon was submerged beneath a shallow tropical sea. Sediments that accumulated on 
the sea floor, eventually hardening into sandstones, slates, and limestones, rocks that 
still form a significant part of the local landscape. The region also experienced significant 
tectonic activity, particularly during the Variscan orogeny around 300 million years ago, 
shaping the hills and valleys that now define the Devon countryside. 

Geographically, Exeter developed around a key crossing point of the River Exe, which 
flows from Exmoor in the north to the English Channel in the south. The river has been 
central to the city’s location and development since ancient times. Over millennia, glacial 
and fluvial processes sculpted the surrounding terrain, contributing to the formation of 
fertile floodplains and natural transport routes. These conditions made the area attractive 
to early settlers, including the Celts and later the Romans, who established a fort and 
town known as Isca Dumnoniorum around AD 55. The river also provided a defensive 
advantage and access to trade via the nearby coast. 

Throughout its history, Exeter has maintained a strong connection to its natural 
landscape. Its red sandstone city walls, quarried locally, are a visible reminder of its 
geological heritage. In more recent centuries, the geography of the area—marked by 
rolling hills, river valleys, and rich farmland—has shaped Exeter’s role as a regional hub 
for trade, agriculture, and governance. Even today, the city’s layout and infrastructure are 
influenced by its ancient geology and the enduring presence of the River Exe, anchoring 
Exeter as both a historical and geographical landmark in southwest England. 

 

New for 2026 
The primary focus of our annual conference, as always, is on promoting and hearing 
works relating to improving our geoscience understanding of the southwest. However, 
the Ussher Society committee recognises that the Southwest also has some world-class 
institutions that are training the next generation of geoscientists who are producing high-
quality geoscience work. We would therefore like to encourage, new for 2026, the 
submission of geoscience Oral/Poster abstracts from MSc or PhD students who are 
working in Southwest England.  
 



Provisional Programme 
 
Thursday 8th January  

• Conference Registration 08:00 (Conference starts 09:15) 
o Presentations: oral and poster presentations. 
o Scott Simpson Lecture 

• Ussher AGM 16:45 

• Conference Icebreaker drinks 18:00 (drinks tokens included in conference fee). 

• The Conference Dinner will be in the Duke of Cornwall Hotel at 19:30 
 

Friday 9th January 
Conference Registration 08:30-09:20 (Conference start 09:30) 

• Presentations: oral and poster presentations.  

• Conference closes at the end of the afternoon session 16:45 
 
Saturday 10th January 
Conference urban field excursion.  
 

Details are still being arranged.  However, we are investigating options to visit: 
- Exeter’s Royal Albert Memorial Museum (opposite the conference hotel) 
- Exeter’s Cathedral 
- Roman wall 
 
Action: Please indicate your interest in participating in the urban field excursion on the 
conference booking form. 
 

 



Part 2 

ACCOMMODATION INFORMATION 

Note that it is your responsibility to make arrangements/payment for the 
accommodation you require before, during and after the conference. Please quote 

USSHER SOCIETY in any accommodation communications with the hotel. 

  

The conference venue is the: 
 

The Rougemont Hotel, Queen Street, Exeter, EX4 3SP, 
 is positioned opposite Exeter Central rail station 

 
The Rougemont Hotel, by Sunday, is an elegant, Victorian, 4-star Exeter Rougemont 
hotel in the heart of Exeter, opposite Exeter Central Rail Station, 5 miles from the M5 
motorway. 
 
The classic bedrooms each have private modern bathrooms and tea/coffee facilities.   
 
Drakes Restaurant is on the ground floor of Exeter Rougemont hotel by Sunday and 
offers traditional British food. Drakes Bar provides an informal dining experience, whilst 
Nelson's Lounge offers light snacks throughout the day, together with delicious afternoon 
teas. 
 
With its friendly service and fine surroundings, the Exeter Rougemont Hotel is a good 
base for our conference. For partners, the city has plenty to do and explore, from shops, 
museums and cultural attractions all within walking distance. Also, the train station 
opposite means Exmouth, and the coast is only a short ride away. 
 
The hotel has a small car park at the front of the hotel. There are also plenty of additional 
parking options with the large central Guildhall car park (4min walk) or the nearby 
Northernhay Street Car Park (2min walk). The nearest mainline train station is Exeter 
Central, which is a 1-minute walk (directly opposite)from the conference hotel. 
 
Full details of the accommodation are available at:  https://exeterrougemont.uk-hotel.info/  
 
Ussher Society Conference 2026 Room Rates  
 

We have discussed with the hotel to secure good rates, so please mention the Ussher 
Society when booking. The prices quoted are maximum values, but other savings might 
be available on request. 
 
Demand for rooms is likely to be high, especially on Friday night, so early booking is 
strongly recommended. The accommodation rates for anyone attending the conference 
are as follows  
 

- £82.50 Single Occupancy B&B 

- £105 Double Occupancy B&B 

These rates include a full English breakfast and VAT. 
 

Terms and Conditions: 
1. Cancellations will be determined by the hotel and the information provided on booking 
2. All room types are subject to availability and are on a first-come, first-served basis.  
3. Guests will be making their own reservations for the accommodation and are to settle 

their own accounts. 

 
Alternative accommodation can be found in Exeter e.g. Queens Court Hotel, Premier Inn   

https://exeterrougemont.uk-hotel.info/


 

 

 
R = Rougemont Hotel – Conference Hotel



Part 3 

CONFERENCE BOOKING 

 
 
 

Please ensure the return of the conference booking form and payment by: 

 
Friday, December 12th 2026. 

 
Note: Several bursary funds are available to contribute towards the cost of full-time 
students wishing to attend the meeting to present an oral paper.  
 
(contact Andrew Green using Conference@ussher.org.uk for details). 
 
 

 

Conference Coordinators 2026: Andrew Green / Tracy Aze   
Please return conference forms and payment to:  
 
Ussher Conference: Email: Conference@ussher.org.uk    
 
Address: Andrew Green, 65 Lane Field Road, Bideford, Devon, EX39 3RD 
 

Please address payment to "Ussher Society Conference"  
 
BACS payment to:  
Sort Code: 40-20-30   
Account No: 91039059   
Ref: Your 1st initial+Surname+E26 e.g. AGreenE26  
 
Cheque payment to: Ussher Society Conference  
Ref on cheque back Your 1st initial+Surname+E26 e.g. AGreenE26  
 
Your name (1st initial+Surname+E26), e.g. AGreenE26, as BACS Ref is important for us 
to monitor payments. 

 

The Conference Dinner will consist of a 3-course meal and coffee. It will be a pre-order 

affair.  

The conference meal menu options will be circulated shortly. 

  

mailto:Conference@ussher.org.uk
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CONFERENCE BOOKING FORM 
The Ussher Society 63nd Annual Conference – Rougemont Hotel, 

Exeter, Thursday 8th – Saturday 10th January 2026 
 

NAME:             
 
Member of Ussher Society:  YES  /  NO 
 
Name (& Affiliation) for Conference Badge: 
 
 

ADDRESS:  
 
 
Telephone:      Mobile:  
 
 

Email  
(*personal if student):  
All communication will use email for contact 

   
I wish to register for the conference as follows (please tick where appropriate):  
 

Member Rate**                
 

 @ £15.00   

 

 Non-Member Rate               
 

 @ £50.00 (both days)  
 @ £35.00 (Single day - Thursday) 
 @ £35.00 (Single day - Friday)             

 

Full-time Student Rate           
 

@ £22.00                   

 

N.B. Registration includes morning/afternoon tea/coffee and lunch on Thurs/Friday 
at the conference venue. Dietary options will be provided. 
 

Conference Dinner on Thursday 11th January @ £35.00 for 3 courses and coffee  
 
I wish to book the Conference Dinner for …..… person(s) @ £35.00 pp 
 
Vegetarian, vegan and gluten-free options will be provided.  

 
 
 

 

I make payment for £ ……………  to “Ussher Society Conference” -  by BACS / Cheque 

(attached)                                                                                       Please mark to indicate 

 

Signature: ………………………….  Date: ……………….    
 

Please tick if you require a receipt: ……….. (provided at conference registration)   
 

Field Excursion 
I am interested in participating on Saturday 10th January 2026: YES /NO for …..… 
person(s) 
 

 **Subsidised Conference Rates apply for 

current fully paid members only 

Complete the membership form on the next 

page to become a member. 

If you have questions regarding your 

membership status please email: 

secretary@ussher.org.uk 

mailto:secretary@ussher.org.uk


THE USSHER SOCIETY 

Application for Membership 

Title ........................... 

Surname .................................................Forenames............................................................... 

Address for correspondence 

...................................................................................................................................................... 

...................................................................................................................................................... 

.............................................................................................................................................. 

Post Code................................................................................. 

Phone/Mobile (incl area code)................................................................................. 

Email ................................................................................................................................. 

Email Personal (for students)…………………………………………………….. …….. 

Category of membership (and annual subscription) - please tick:  

Ordinary (£30) 

Student (£12) 

University:    

Name of Supervisor:  Date  

 Signature of Supervisor:    

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Either: 1) Set up a standing order with your bank to come out on the 1st of January each year. 

The Ussher Society: Account – 91039059, Sort code - 40-20-30 (HSBC Bank) and email the 

completed application to Secretary@ussher.org.uk & Treasurer@ussher.org.uk 

 

or 

2) Send the completed application with cheque payment to the Treasurer: 

Mr D. Roche, 

Ussher Society (Hon Treasurer),  

47, Rivermead Road 

Exeter, Devon  

EX2 4RH 
 

I give the Ussher Society permission to use my contact details, for Ussher Society use only, as 

detailed in the Ussher Society Privacy Policy. 

 

Please see Ussher Society Privacy Policy on our website: http://ussher.org.uk/membership  

 Cheques for the annual 

subscription should be made 

payable to The Ussher Society. 

mailto:Secretary@ussher.org.uk
mailto:Treasurer@ussher.org.uk
http://ussher.org.uk/membership


Part 4 
 

CONTRIBUTION TO THE SCIENTIFIC PROGRAMME 
The Ussher Society 62nd Annual Conference – Duke of Cornwall Hotel, 

Plymouth, Thursday 9th – Saturday 11th January 2025 

 
If you wish to contribute to the conference programme, please complete and e-mail this 
part of the circular to: 
 

 Andrew Green (Conference@ussher.org.uk) by Sunday 30th November 

 
as an attached MS Word-compatible document.  
 
Confirmation of acceptance will be sent to the author(s) once it has been reviewed and 
again when the programme is finalised. Abstracts for both oral presentations and posters 
will be published in the printed conference programme and if you give acceptance (see 
below) will be published on the Ussher Society website as a record of the meeting in our 
annual Proceedings of the Ussher Society conference abstract volume.  
 
Facilities are now in place for those authors wishing to convert their abstracts into full 
Journal articles to have them professionally published through our society website free of 
charge with a quick turnaround time and high print quality. More information will be 
provided during the AGM.  
 

 

LEAD AUTHOR NAME:  
  
TELEPHONE/Mobile:  
 
EMAIL:   
  
I / WE INTEND TO OFFER:  
  
ORAL PRESENTATION       POSTER (please tick which or both)  
 
I / WE PERMIT OUR ABSTRACT TO BE PUBLISHED ON THE USSHER SOCIETY WEBSITE as part 
of the conference abstract volume (including affiliation / email)  
(please tick if you consent) 
 

TITLE:  
 
 
AUTHOR(S):  
 
 
Affiliation / ADDRESS (important for abstract volume): 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Conference@ussher.org.uk


ABSTRACT MAX 300 WORDS and 1 Figure (can be a collage of several images as you 
would see in publication): 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


